other yeasts. No information as to the frequency of recovery of C. stellatoidea from pregnant versus nonpregnant women was included in their articles. Furthermore, they did not indicate whether the patients had symptomatic vaginitis. In 1948, Johnson and Mayne reported a similar high recovery (37%) of C. stellatoidea from vaginal swabs of pregnant women in New Orleans, La. (8) .
While subsequent authors have reported the isolation of C. stellatoidea primarily from vaginal specimens of patients with or without symptomatic vaginitis (4), the yeast has been infrequently recovered from other sources, such as sputum (4), oral cavities (3), urine (6) , and a surgical specimen of the thrombus from a patient with endocarditis (7) .
Isolates of C. stellatoidea have almost always been distinguished from C. albicans by their lack of sucrose assimilation. Recent studies by Kwon-Chung et al. (11, 12) (9) .
The limited number of more recent isolates was thought to be primarily due to the fact that most clinical laboratories have abandoned the practice of separating C. stellatoidea from C. albicans. Since the majority of both species (>95%) produce germ tubes (16) vaginitis.
e Germ tube-untested isolates from patients seen at an obstetric-gynecologic clinic for routine check-up.
f Germ tube-positive isolates from patients with no background information regarding vaginitis or pregnancy. 9 Germ tube-untested isolates from women with symptomatic vaginitis.
than C. stellatoidea (type I). Nevertheless, it appears that more sucrose-negative yeasts are being identified as C. stellatoidea in those two countries than in the United States.
The rarity of C. stellatoidea among recent vaginal yeasts isolated in the United States may be due to the improvement of health care during the last few decades. C. stellatoidea cells are known to adhere less efficiently to buccal epithelial cells than do C. albicans cells (10) . C. stellatoidea is also less virulent than C. albicans in experimental animals (12) . In vitro studies have shown that C. stellatoidea has a longer generation time and is more susceptible to mutagens such as UV light (12) or ethyl methane sulfonate (unpublished data) than C. albicans. Consequently, as personal hygiene and general health care have improved over the last few decades in the United States, C. stellatoidea may have been losing its major ecological niche to C. albicans.
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